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S CPYRGHT '~

O | R Blunderball s

. Ihe headline read BnickBaTs FoOR
FuLicnT, and an editorial in the St .
e , Louis Globe-Democrat was a run-of-the-
o S right-wing attack on Sen. J.W. Fulbright -
S oLt (Fthe cerafty Arkansan”) for demanding *
"]+ a place on the Congressional panel over-
! seeing the supersecret CIA, The approv-
- w7k ing letter to the editor that appeared last
Clee week was equally routine—except for the
oo | signature. Would you believe ... Rich-
- |- Arp Hevwms, Dinector, CENTRAL INTEL-

], LiGENCE AcENncy, Wasmxeron, D.C.? "
Incredibly enough, old pro Helms,
el I 83, the first CIA director promoted from

o the ranks, had committed a blooper
S| straight . out of the Maxwell Smart

. < '| set—and Fulbright’s Senate colleagnes
. ... promptly set out to get Helms. “Ln-"
a0 o] tirely out of place,” snapped Minnesota's -
"~ -:} Eugene McCarthy, accusing Helms of -
e o <] meddling in domestic politics. Three
) .1 wmembers of the “Secret Seven’—the:
R ‘ e "] _prestigious Senate panel that now watch-.
RS "dogs the CIA—seconded McCarthy, and . -
7l so did laconic Majority Leader Mike,
o PYARAEH TT am more than a little sur-
- | prised that the silent service has seen fit
ol to write to a paper expressing critical
opinions about the Senate.” !
The tumult forced the man from CIA
to cry “uncle.” Sorry about that, he told:
the Senate (by phone to the Secret
Seven's Leverett Saltonstall) and later
he apologized to Fulbright himself: “I -
made a mistake and I sincerely regret
it.” Next day, over coffee at a closed °
session of Fulbright's Foreign Relations
Committee, Helms gamely explained the :
gaffe. An underling, he said, had read -
the editorial, focusing not on the anti-:
Fulbright passages but on two flattering
sentences about the CIA, and drafted a
thank you for the boss to sign. He ab- -
streuiedly signed it without recognizing
its significance. :
Helms’s candor disarmed his critics—
.and he further cheered Fulbright by de
‘nying that the CIA had ever used the
Peace Corps or student-exchange pro-
" grams as cover for its agents. With that,
; Helms went back to his post wearing the
1. chastened smile of a spy who had come
.} in from the heat: ROV I
1 - ik




